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1. Eﬁms of Cwner and Oocupant
Illlnois Cc3lege..

2.- Date of preseﬂt 0wnersn1o and Occupaney

1829 === 105 years.
3. Yames of previous Owners and OocupanhS'with Detes:
Nons.,

4, ﬁltaratlons durlng present Ownershlp and Gocupancy
- and Hames of Architecis, Bualders, with Dates’

From 13856 until tbe_laat Tew years:class roam pars
titions have been removed, various end sundry al-
+terations made in partitions, doors, {ireplaces,
ete. in general hy job work. Present Poriico build
in 1928, Denniscn B. BEull, Chiesgo, Architect,

. Frank Irvlng, Jacksonvrille, Illinois;'Buildsr.

5., . Earlisr allocatlons, with Dated, and N&mes of Bullqers

and Arehlteets.

Oripginal stairs removed and present cylinder steirs |
built in their place later then 1866, being of late
Vietorian style, Arechitect end Builder unknown. No-
" Portico mentioned ss having been built when the
building was erected in 1829-3C. Photographs extant
‘show that a Pertico wes bullt inm positiaon of the
present one, design indicating it as hav1ng been
bu11t before 1845,

8. Dste of original eonstruction. with Names of Builder
and Architecti:

1829~20 === James Kerr of Jecksonville, Jilinois, &
corpenter and joiner, drew the plans and built the
building. Ruberts and Berry of Jacksonville,Illi~
nois, lacated the brick pit and weres the btrick-mskers
and brick-mesons.

T, Personsapges end Lvents mssociated with:
a. during present Occupancy

Rev. John K. Ellis, a founder, Ldward Beecher,first
President of the College, A. Lincoln, Stephen A.
Douglas, Henry Beecher, Harriet Reecher Stowe, ¥ark
Twain. Founding of first College in Il1linois. Found-
ing of first hedlcaT School in Illlno1s.



'-L ffdur1ﬂg pPSV1ous Occup&ncy :

if fgamg; See Hlstory of Beecher Hali, written for tnis
"ourvey by Carl E. Blaek, A.M. ¥.D., Trustee<Secre-
~dary of I1linois College. an Pr631cent of lorgern Coun~-
By Hlbt@floal Society. :
'.;B;T?Eddltlona; COmment:

Ons of the most historiesl bulld1ngé'1n Illinois. :
Charming example of the olc New England type of archi-

tGCuure.
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g nnect 13 by o




""-Beécherﬂﬁgll.f—_Dneféﬁ.the'mpgt Histori¢'ﬁﬁildingsi_in i
'Illinois. Housed the First College and the First Medical

School in Tllinois. S Jaeksonvuee ) Moraan oo

"By Cerl E. Black, A.M., ¥eD. . Merch 1934

At the_reqﬁest of ¥Mr. Clarence Buckiﬁgham,'aﬁ Archifécf, :
representing this territory for the Historic American Buildingé
Survey by.the United gtaﬁss ﬁepgrﬁment of the Interior of which =~
Mr. Edgar.E; Lundeen 1is thé Bigtri;t Offiéer'under the Fe&efﬁ;'
Projecf of the Civil Works Administratibn, I ﬁave prepared 'thé.
following historic facts regarding the erectiop_of Beacher Hali,
which was the first College Building to be opened in the St_ate"
of T1linois, -

The othsr early Colleges in Illinois begen as Seminaries
and those which prospered later became Collegeg)but Illinois
College, or the “Prairie-Collegef as it was sometimes called:by
the pioneers, opened its doéfs és s college in 1829 (minhtes
of Board of Trustees Dec. 18, 1829) and has contiﬂuéd Bs such .
ever since., Today (March 1934) it is more prosperous and ef- .
ficient than et eny time in its history.

As early as 1827 there was & wide spread determination a=~
mong the settleré of the Illinois.prairies to secure for their
children the edventeges of higher education. A belief in the-
velue of education was strong in the pioneer. This may seem a

contradictory sentiment when one considers the rough exterior




'of.%h§~§hfiﬁggéﬁﬁief:iﬁ;ghq:ﬁidstj@f'h§9:P?imiﬁivéjsurround- ;&E
ihgs!;ﬁg;iif;?%ﬁé“iﬁii;ﬁft§§ﬁ@fééi§£ion§a__it'was also saturst-
ed:ﬁith aépifationsuf@%ffﬁe'fﬁtﬁré égd:aéu¢afion,was one of
those aspirati;ﬁs; L |

The early setfleménts of Cenﬁral Illincis contained a
surpriéing number of well educate& people and naturally these
beceme leaders in seaking.the establishment of educational in-
gtitutions.,

The idegnpf.g_éeéinafy:or_ccliege in this region originat~
ed localiy,:ﬁdf i@;Jaéé#onville but in a movement among the
leaders of"MOrgaﬁ, Sangamon, Monégoméry, Bond, Eadison and other
"neighboring_qounfiea,_ The original Board of Trustees was a
: p§érd'of.l&jﬁan'and'was composed df Doctors, Lawyers,NMerchants
':and Farmers from the communities of all of these counties.

A quarter of a csﬁtufj_later Df. J.¥. Sturtevent, then
Pregidant-of the qulgge; wrote that Jacksonville "wes at the
time 61829).ii££ie.be£ter fhgn a group of log cabinps. The
prairie was in the sombre brown of autumn, with séarce a tree
or shrub to relieve the monetony. To the west, howsver, the
view was shut in by an elevation, which a ¥Yew Englander mipht,
almost, recognize as a hill. It was crowned by a natural
grove. Against-ﬁhe front of the grove was already projected an
edifice of brick which at that distence, and on such an occose-
ion, made an appearance of consideraﬁle dignity and magnifi-
cence, The site on which it stood charmed every beholder. I%

was the south half of what is pow our college building, +then
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ja progess of erectiqn." ' . _ _ : 1'2;3_ '
The fact that'%hé Board which originatéd the projact did

not carry it through wes not due to any change in loeal senti-

mant.. Wheﬁ & group of theclogical students at'Yéls College

were inspired to bind themselves fopgetier for estebliskhing s

¥issionsry Bducational Enterprise in the west it was only nate

urael thet those twoe groups should meet and join forces.
This is exactly what happened. After a free and frank

disceussion, the locel Board turned over to the "Yale Band™ all

their assets, subseriptions snd plans on condition that Bast-

ern friends would contrilbute $10,000.0C of Eastern money Lo

the project, This-money in sddition to the pledges of ecash,

building meterisls, lebor, Turnisbings ete. in the hands of

the old bosard gave the enterprise an auspicious beginning.
In &l the previous soliciting and negotieting one wen

stands out sbove alil others - namely Ths Home Kissionary,

#6v. John ¥. Ellis. While Rev. Ellis was & Congregationalist,

under the "plen of unlon®™ he beceme psstor of Lthe Presbyterian

Crurch in Jacksonville (ILll). Throughout he wes the power

which stimulated and led the movement. He hed the confidence

of interested friends in the East and represented bobh groups

in the Viest. Be brought the two perties together ond consum-

mated their unior. This gave the Collere s rost forbunate

start because Ellis saw fto it that the whoele thing was brought

about with the utmost harmony, snd the influentlsl value of all

the pariles was preserved.
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i There seems to have been no serious disspreement as to

_ the_l&oaﬁion. The site aﬁ'Jacksonville seﬁmed to eppeal to all.

The folloﬁing ié'quoted frow the minutes of thg-Board of
Trgateesf Januery 56.?}828:

"The size of the building to be 33 by 36 feet wide, two
stories high, the first story 12 feet, and the second story
10.feet high in the clear between joists, with two ehimneys in
each end. The foundation to ke pf stons, three Teeb high, .two
feet of which to be under ground ané one foot sbove ground, to
be laid in good lime mortar above ground, 18 inches thiek: two
butments to supporty the surmers for the floor, twe feet square,
tﬁc feet under ground; cub stone for capping the pgable ends and
chiﬁney tops, to be faced in a neat and workmen like menner;
the remeinder of the bullding to be of well burned Bricks; the
side walls to be 18 inches thikk below Joist, and one foot
thick above the joist, no vicep below the lower windows;vicep-
ed ebove: the gable ends to be one foot thiek. The wheole to
be neatly pointed and pencilled.”

"rhe Lirgt Lloor to be inelined of three sides, as is desg-~
scribed on the plen of said¢ bullding, to be supported with
stout summers and sleepers; the floor to be of 1% inech plank,
skeleton framed, with shelf and book board. TFront and oppo-
site folding doors, to be of Lwo inch plenk, and as represent-
ed on the plan. Zight windows in the firsi story, of 22 lights
each of 8 by 10 glass, and a circulsr window over the door:i=-

gipht windows in the sscond story, of 24 lights esch, of tLhe
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sama alize plass, and one window over the front door of 24

lights, with side lights of six panes on esch side, and cir-
eular top, to correspond with the door below; also, one cir-
cular window in the gable end: the window sash‘to be of two
inch plank, dé%le hung, primed andé glazed, and two coats of
white paint; the windows to nave veretlan blinds, primed,and
two coabs of green.paint. The walls between the base and sur-
base to be plain eellsd. The stand to be panelled to the
floor, and turned banister réiling on the top."

"the second floor to be subdivided, by lath and plaster-
ed partitions, into six rooms; the doors 4o be of 1% inch
plank, panelleé, with moulding, trimmed with a plain archi-
trave; windows to have a panelled breast, and plain trim with
architrave; mantle pieces neat mnd plain. Floor of 1i inch
plank, faced and worked on edge, and sceret nailed, with neat
base and surbasse. L good and sufficient roof, supported by s
stout frame from the joists of the garret floor, to be done
with sheathing and covered with shingles 18 inches long, av-
eraging four inches wide, of the best quality. The two eaves
to hmve troughed cornish gutters, with tin leaders. The whole
of the carpentegs work to Bre primed, and two coals of white
paint. The walls =nd celing to be plain {inished, with threc
coats of plastering.” (The walls were not plastered until the
final unif was built severul months laterj.

Ordered, "that notice be given that proposals will be re-

i
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ceived for building said Seminary,until the 20th of March next?
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Ordefed, "thet H. ¢. Taylor be requested To solicit the
:.aid of léssrs. Ruberts & Berry in selecting s suiteble spok
for Qaking the brick for said Seminary, and that said Ruberts
and Berry be paid for the time spent in rendering said service!
James Kerr, who mado the plans was s carpenter and jJolner and
Ruberts and Berry were brick makers and brick-masons.
There is no meation in the records of the stairway to the
second floor. The front door (emst) entered a vestibule 9x13
feet. The followlng faets about the original stairway are gi-
ven by ¥r. W. D. Wood of Jacksonville, who was o student at
the College while fhe original stairway was still in use. He
says:~ "The stairs were divided ianto three sections. The first
_went up %o the west against the south wall to a landing about
six feet high. fThe zzoond went up againat the west wall from
the first landing to m second landing and the third went from
this landing to the second floor. Another stairway went up to
the west against the south wall, over the first section., to the
attic floor."™ Sometime later than 1866 .these stairs were taken
out and a circular sieir going up to the west agalinst the north
wall of the westibule resched the second floor vesitibule. This
is the present stairway. The second floor was originelly di-
‘vided into six rooms and the first floor into three. The whole
of the south half of the firsi% floor was used as e chapel and
assembly room. The east helf of it had a sloping floor and

the west half was level. It wes entered from a door in +the

south-east corner of the vestibule.

A -
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Thers were two.steps up to thé sloping floor. The second

story hall ﬁas the.same size.and shapa.as.£he vestibule below.
The new Board took over these plans just as mede by Mr.

James Kerr end the old board and carried them out. The résult

‘was Boecher Hall or st least the first half of it. The build~

ing committee appointed by the old board wes continued and osr-

ried out the pléns.

While the plans for the building were exscuted the new
board promptly decided that the institublon should be opened
a3 & "College" instead 6f a "Seminary" gs originally planned.

Llmost before the first class entered the College the
new Board of Trustees instructed the same building committes
to "ascertain what additional buildings are neoessary to be
added to Illinois College."'"They reported thet an mddition
32 4. north and south and %8 ft. essl and west, of brick,two
stories high ought to be added to the present building eand
therefore {the Boerd) resolvad thet such an édéition be erect-~
ad and that Messrs. RBaldwin and Sturtovant be & committee to
coniract for the erection of such a building, and that they al-
so contrsct for lathing and plestering the present building"
{minutes of the Boargd of Trustees, Feb. 20th, 1930)

Evidently the old board hsd only provided for enclosing
the building aad when first used it wes still unfinished.lIn
other words the whole of Beecher Hall was built in 1829 and
1830 just as to all exbternal sppearsnces it stands todsy, in

8 good state of preservetion.
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No doubt all the plans were made by Jemes Kerr who also
: superiﬁtended'the consirucfion. The brick were made on the
grounds and the lunmber was sawed from the neighboring grove.
The doors ané window sash may have been msde by Kerr and his
workmen.. |

There is & legend about the College that the window
glass came from Gerrmany. -Most likely they were bought in 5t.
Louis slthough they may have been sent out from the east down
the Ohio and up the Mississippi and Illirois rivers, to Naples.

While the minvtes of the Board of Trustees are silent on
the aquestion it would be natural that this work would be done
during the spring and summer so thet the completed building
would be ready for September school. This is confirmed by an
arrangement that Prof. J. M. Sturtevant be permitted to occupy
a part of the building with his.family while other buildings
which had been projected were belng completed.

Beecher Hall has a large attic or third story which was
divided into two lerge rooms with =zeveral closets. It was
originally lighted by dormer windows which have since been
removed.,. There was a circulsr window in each end. This por-
tion of the building was also lathed and plastered,

Beecher Hall is of the old New Englend architecture
with quaint detsils and has e besutiful messivs appearsnce.
The extsrior brick work is laid up Flemish bond with bonded
header and stretcher courses breaking the bond of verticle

courses. This gives a soft wall texture. The Palladian
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(triple) windows in the ends of the buildirg are fine and tﬂe:  ’~:?f§w5_.
semi-circular attié'windaws are unusual. The main windows have
small panes of glass. MNany of these panes of glass are the
original gless. These windows give character to the building.
The original doors are.of fine désign and have 8 quaint sppesr-
ance. The interior window and door,‘wéod finish of the [irst
floor assembly room is Adem style and is perticularly interest-
ting. DBeecher Hall presents a most pleasing snd sstisfying ap-
pearence and in its simplicify is.a begutiful building..

The building was nameé for the first President, Dr.Edward
Beecher, who wﬁs a brother of Henry ¥ard and Thomas I. Beecher,
two noted preschers. |

Through the years Deecher Hall has beén variously occupied.
The College Class Rooms were here for many years, some of them
until the Jones building was completed in 1896 although after
Sturtevant Fall was completed in 1856 rost of the class rooms
were provided for there. The chemical laboratory and the Col-
lege Library remained in the north end of Beecher Ilall until
the completion of Jones Hall.

Two men's Literary Socleties were organized, one, Sigma
Pi in 1843 and the other, Phi Alphs, in 1845, After the class
»ooms were removed from the south half of Eeecher Hall the
reomns were given over to these societies, Phi Alphe on the
ground fleoor and 3igme Pl on the second {leoor. For s number of
yesrs these fwo societies have occupled the whole building.

In the meantime other Literary Socisties occupied the



_noréh_fooms of Beecher Hall until thsy were provided for in
othér quarters..

iﬁ 1341 the College organizad a Medical Department end
Ifor its first three yesrs it was housed in the attic rooms-=-
that is; the dissecting room and the anaiomical departmeﬁt
wére givﬁn these rooms. ILater the Medicesl Departmwent ococupled
o new building of its own. I% is appropriaste that this--the
first ¥edieal School in Illinois should have had its begin-
ning in Beecher Halle- the First College Building in Illizeis.
On the outside wall just to the south of she mein entrance is
a bronze tablet erected during the Cectennial celebration,
which reads ss follows:- "ln this building Iilinois College
established the first Mediecel Jeheool in Illinois in 1841:open-
ed to gtudents November 1843; closed 1848,%

&5 will be seen from the nbove, Bescher Fall has had e
great varieby of uses end conbtianes Lo b2 one of the outstand-

ing ornaments of the State of Illinois. Hany imporstant people

hars passed through its doors as studsnts, btesechsrs or visitors,

Among the many 8 few might bhe namedi-

Rev. John K. T1llis, participated in feunding Illinois Col-
lege end Vabash Collepe;

sdward Feechier, first Prssident:

Juilan L. Sturtevant, long time President, eduester and
yriter;

Theron Baldwin, participsied in the founding of Zonticello

Seninary;

L9 ;J&Cvgl
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#William Curtis. early President of Knox Collegs;

" Rewton Baﬁem&n.the fi:ét superintvendent of Public._.1n~3
struction in I11in0%s, the First President of the Illinois
State Board of Healitn end later Pregident of Knox College;

Judga Samuél D. Lockwood the first ehief Justice of the
Suﬁramg Court of Illiineis: | |

William Eirby, missionasry pastor and foundar of Congrage-
tiunal churches;

3tephen A. Doullas;

Gideon Blackburn, trustee of Illinois Gollege:&nd founder
of Bilackburn Colleges ‘

Stephen Hempsieéd, saecgond Governor of Iowa:

Honorable Richard Yales, United 3tates Senator and Var
Governor of Illinois:

Honorseble Joseph Luacan, the {ifth Governor of Illinois;

William Jennings Bryan, member of Congress, soversl times
a candidate for President of the Unibted States and Secretary of
Stabte in the Wilson Cabined;

Brigadier General Uuniel karshall Dreper;

Hiram . Jones, the noted FPlatonie Philosopher:

Honorable Willliar M. Sprioger, member of Congress, chair-

o

s Yavs and lLieans Committee and Chief Juscice of Indian

man of i iy

Territory

-

¥enry “ard Beecher, noted pulpit orstor and brother of the
Presidant of the Collese;

Harrlast Bescher 3towe, noted suthor {Ynecle Tom's Cebin)

Reverend Asa Turnor, founder of Congregabtionalism in Iowsa,

and participated in founding ol frinnell College;
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William Berry, psrtner of Abraham Lincoln; bq1-(TﬁCfV|
, . ST SV Irumaen I+ Post, ncted teacher and Devine: ' i AT

‘Mark Twain;

Brigadief General John I. Bineker:

Honorable Thomés Jo Co Flagg, Justlce of ihe Supreme
Court of Missouri;

Honorable #obert A. Cawmpbell, Lisutenant Governor of
Yisasouri;

Hornee Greely;

E. W. Blatehford, Civic Leader end Kesmufacturer of Chicego

Brigadier feneral Leonsrd T, Ross:

Greene V. Black, Dentist, Physiclan, snd ofien spoken of
as the "Febher of odern Tentistiry"

Coleonel Edward Prince:

Sr. David Prince, noted Ploneer Surgeon snd First Pro-
fassor of Surgery in Iilinois.

Brigadier General John Tillson, Jr.

Frederick Douglass:

Urizadier Gecerel Charles Z. Lipnpincott;

Wendell Phillips, noted lecturer;

Lr. %ililar Jayne, euthor, personsl friend of Abraliam
Lincoln and first Governor of the Territory of Dakotbe;

Brigadier Gensral Heary Tates

("

T

Jozaph N. Carter, Justies of the Supreme Court of Illinois
Honoruble Paul 3elby, Zditor and Foundsr of the Republican
Party;

. Abreham Lincola,guest spesker of Phi flphe socliepy;



. Colonei E. T. ﬁgkér, introéuced Lincoln at the nohiﬂating gq-13ﬁtv{

qéﬁ%éntion;
L;_E,'A. Tannsr, clergymen sné educator, President of Illinois
C-b-:}.lege; |

. Thomas (. Keemillan, Editor, Legisistor agd Hoderator of

the Naetional Council of Congregetional Churches of Ameries:.

2l

dmund J. James, Historian and President of Northwestern
University and the University of Illinois;
Senstor Samuel . Fomeroy:
George D. Prentice;
Brigedisr General E. B. Hamilton;
Williem Herndon, law partfner end biographer of Abrahem
Lincoln:
:Robert ﬁ..Patterson, First President of Leke FPorest Col-
lege;
Lyman Leey - for twenty-four yesrs Judge of lorgan Couns
ty Circuit Court and the hLppellate Courtd;
Hon. William Brown,General Solicitor of the Chicsgo and
Alton Reilroad;
%+Bs Clapp, Professor of Grsek, University of Californis
J.B. Turner, father of the Lund Grant College;
John F. Bredley, Educetor snd Administretor;
Cyrus Epler, Judge ef the Circuit Court of Morgan County
for twenty-four years;

Brigadier Cenersl John Cook:
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